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Welcome to our sixty fourth edition of “The Academic Journal,” a bimonthly bulletin in which you can read about MCA’s educational
philosophy, instructional methodology, and the various viewpoints and positions of our faculty, staff, students, and families.  

										
																																								

                                                  I	have	been	asked	to	speak	on	commitment.	Let	me	start	with	a	quote:	There’s	a	difference	
between	interest	and	commitment.	When	you’re	interested	in	doing	something,	you	only	do	it	when	circumstances	
permit.	When	you’re	committed	 to	something,	you	accept	no	excuses,	only	 results.	 (Art	Turock)	Let’s	analyze	 this	
quote.	When	 I	 hear	 this,	 I	 think	 of	 the	 typical	 excuses	 of	 life.	 As	Mr.	 Turock	 states,	 there	 is	 a	 difference	 between	
interest	 and	 commitment.	 But	when	 I	 look	 at	myself	 and	my	 fellow	 students	 and	 friends,	 I	 see	 very	 few	 people	
committed	to	anything.	For	 instance,	our	generation	 is	 the	first	generation	 in	America’s	history	that	will	not	be	as	
financially	secure	as	their	parents.	Our	generation	lacks	determination,	will,	and	commitment	to	become	successful.	
Thirty	percent	of	college	students	drop	out	before	their	sophomore	year.	For	those	enrolled	in	a	four-year	college,	
fifty-six	percent	of	students	drop	out	within	six	years.	This	national	data	has	become	a	genuine	concern.	The	average	
salary	for	a	student	who	drops	out	of	college	is	$24,000	a	year	and	the	average	household	income	for	Surry	County	is	
$35,000	a	year.	If	we	do	not	change	our	ways,	we	will	not	even	earn	the	average	salary	of	a	college	dropout	in	this	
small	county.	

One	of	 the	main	 reasons	 this	 statistic	 is	 very	 true	 and	 scary	 is	 that	 our	 generation	 lacks	 follow-through	 and	grit.	
When	trials	and	tribulations	come	our	way,	we	cower	down	and	give	up.	If	we	are	going	to	be	successful	we	have	to	
stay	 committed.	 Commitment	 is	 the	 starting	 point	 for	 many	 other	 qualities.	 First,	 you	 must	 be	 committed	 to	
something,	then	you	work	hard.	It's	that	hard	work	and	focus	that	breeds	success.	You	can	not	have	one	without	the	
other.	

If	I	were	to	go	around	the	room	and	ask	what	you	want	to	do	in	your	life,	I	would	hear	some	varying	answers.	For	
instance,	 	 I	want	to	practice	 law	in	the	future.	There	are	2.9	million	college	freshmen	annually,	and	there	is	only	a	
certain	number	of	careers	and	 jobs	available.	What	 is	 the	solution	 to	 this	problem?	Outwork	 the	competition,	out	
commit	 them.	 First,	 find	 something	 you	 genuinely	 enjoy	 and	 commit	 to	 it.	 When	 you	 find	 something	 you	 are	
passionate	 about,	 attack	 it	 with	 everything	 you	 have.	Whether	 it	 is	 a	 test	 or	 a	 sport,	 if	 you	 find	 something	 you	
genuinely	 love,	you	will	be	willing	 to	sacrifice	 for	 it.	 It	may	be	at	 the	 loss	of	sleep	or	staying	home	to	study	when	
everyone	else	is	going	out	to	that	party.	This	is	how	winners	succeed.	Without	commitment	and	hard	work,	there	is	
no	self-confidence	and	joy	that	occurs	when	successfully	achieving	your	goals.		

I	know	my	preaching	at	you	all	does	very	 little.	 I	mean,	after	all,	what	have	 I	accomplished	so	 far	 to	counsel	you?	
Maybe	I	am	so	passionate	about	this	 topic	because	 it	has	been	preached	by	my	father	since	I	was	a	 little	boy.	The	
majority	of	you	do	not	know	my	father.	My	father	works	in	the	educational	system,	and	he	is	fairly	excellent	at	it.	At	
seventeen,	 he	 joined	 the	 Marines;	 he’s	 a	 perfectionist,	 strong-willed,	 and	 a	 determined	 individual.	 As	 you	 can	
imagine,	my	father	and	I	butt	heads	a	lot.	Our	arguments	commonly	involve	me	doing	something	wrong	or	having	a	
bad	mindset,	normally	with	my	lack	of	“work	ethic”	and/or	“commitment”.	

C o m m i t & e n t  
For	the	first	time	in	the	Academic	Journal,	MCA	is	proud	to	feature	the	writings	of	two	students.		

Seniors	Tristan	Shockley	and	Calvin	DeVore	gave	memorable,	keynote	speeches	for	the	2021-2022	Honor	Day.		
In	this	edition,	we	offer	Mr.	Shockley’s	comments	on	“commitment”	and	in	the	previous	edition	Mr.	DeVore’s	remarks	on	“respect.”

Greetings, ever0one.



One	of	these	arguments	happened	less	than	a	month	ago.	And	boy	was	this	a	rough	one!	

It	was	the	first	week	of	online	college	classes.	Up	to	this	point,	I	have	already	taken	four	college	classes	and	received	
high	 grades	 in	 all	 of	 them.	 (Thank	 you,	Millennium	 education).	 I	was	 on	 top	 of	 the	world,	 and	 I	 thought	 I	 knew	
everything.	The	class	I	was	taking	this	semester	was	“Art	Appreciation”	I	mean,	c’mon…	With	someone	as	brilliant	as	
I,	that	is	a	sure-fire	A.	But	my	father	had	doubts.	The	professor	I	had	was	known	for	destroying	students	that	take	the	
class	lightly.	My	dad,	all	week,	was	asking	“Did	you	study	for	your	college	class?”	“Stay	on	top	of	those	classes,”	“Stay	
committed	to	those	classes.”	I’m	saying,	“Dad,	it’s	the	first	week	of	college,	what’s	the	worse	that	could	happen?	So,	I	
did	my	discussion	board	on	Monday,	the	first	day	of	class.	Boom!		Starting	off	strong.	I	then	failed	to	log	back	into	my	
class	until	Sunday	at	7	PM.	I	scrolled	down	on	the	Canvas	website,	and	my	ego	and	confidence	take	a	minor	hit.	 	 I	
have	 one	 art	 project,	 a	 four-hundred	 word	 essay,	 and	 a	 ten-question	 test	 due	 at	 11:59	 PM.	 Again	 I’m	 thinking,	
“PSHHHHH,	not	an	 issue.”	 	 I	can	trace	my	sketchbook,	skim	the	material	 for	the	test.	And	for	the	essay…	I	had	Mr.	
DeGraaf.	Four	hundred	words?...	.	Easy!		In	fact,	I	have	this	so	under	control.	I	am	going	go	to	my	friend	Evan’s	house	
and	get	this	stuff	done,	there	with	all	my	friends.		

It	is	11:00	PM.	I	got	my	art	project	done	easily,	and	my	essay	actually	turned	out	to	be	pretty	good.	Now	it’s	time	for	
the	test.	For	a	simple	ten-question	test,	 it	was	one	hard	one.	 I	 finished	the	test,	not	knowing	one	answer.	 I	clicked	
submit.	And	well,	 I	 failed	 it.	 I	 received	a	 fifty	on	 the	 test!	 I	 immediately	 started	 to	 freak	out;	my	 college	GPA	was	
ruined.	I	started	calling	my	Dad	about	the	class,	with	the	plan	of	dropping	the	course.	When	I	presented	the	idea	of	
dropping	 the	 class	 to	 my	 father,	 well,	 that	 did	 not	 go	 well.	 My	 dad	
talked	 to	me	very	sternly,	 saying	dropping	 the	class	 is	what	quitters	
do,	 and	 he	 did	 not	 raise	 a	 quitter.	 He	 preached	 to	 me	 about	
commitment.	I	listened.	I	am	still	enrolled	in	the	class,	and	I	was	able	
to	bring	my	grade	up	back	to	an	A.	

One	key	thing	that	comes	with	commitment	is	failure.	Failing	is	a	part	
of	 life.	Without	 failure,	 there	 is	no	progress.	What	 separates	 success	
from	failure	is	one’s	ability	to	overcome	loss.	Instead	of	giving	up,	you	
must	try	again,	although	discouraged,	but	not	beaten.	If	we	all	follow	
these	steps,	we	will	be	successful	in	life.	But	the	reason	why	there	is	
such	a	gap	between	success	and	failure	is	that	being	successful	is	very	
difficult.	The	world	will	beat	you	down	 if	 you	 let	 it,	 but	you	have	 to	
attack	 back.	 Before	 you	 do	 anything,	 remember	 this	 “If	 it	 was	 easy,	
everyone	would	do	it.”	

Everyone	 person	 here	 has	 experienced	 his	 or	 her	 fair	 share	 of	
disappointment	and	upset,	including	me.	I	will	never	forget	the	day	I	
saw	the	Spiderman	movie	for	the	first	time.	I	leapt	off	the	couch	and	
ran	 to	 my	 mom,	 saying,	 “Mom,	 when	 I	 grow	 up,	 I	 want	 to	 be	
Spiderman.”	She	 looked	at	me	and	said,	“	Tristan,	grow	up.	You	start	
senior	year	next	week.”	 	Life	is	all	about	how	we	remain	resilient	and	
committed.	 If	 you	 work	 hard	 and	 keep	 trying,	 	 you	 will	 be	 able	 to	
reach	your	dreams.	

Classes	of	Millennium	Charter	Academy,	 as	 long	as	you	 stay	 resilient	and	committed,	 the	world	 is	 truly	yours.	No	
matter	what	you	are	striving	for	in	life,	attack	it	with	everything	you	have,	and	be	happy	knowing	you	did	everything	
you	could.	Strive	to	be	the	best	you	can	be.	

Thank	you.	

Tristan Shockley 
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