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Welcome to our sixty third edition of “The Academic Journal,” a bimonthly bulletin in which you can read about MCA’s educational
philosophy, instructional methodology, and the various viewpoints and positions of our faculty, staff, students, and families.  

										
																																								

                                       Today	here	at	Millennium	Charter	Academy	we	are	celebrating	Honor	Day,	and	the	inauguration	
of	new	National	Honor	Society	members.	For	this	celebration,	I	was	tasked	to	speak	on	respect,	and	give	some	words	
of	wisdom	on	what	respect	is	and	what	it	means	to	show	respect.	To	me,	understanding	respect	plays	an	essential	
role	in	what	Millennium	and	Honor	Day	stand	for.		

Let’s	start	with	the	basics.	What	is	respect?	If	you	were	to	look	up	the	definition	it	means	“to	consider	worthy	of	high	
regard.”	Now,	this	is	not	necessarily	a	bad	definition	of	respect,	but	I	don’t	think	it	fully	encapsulates	what	the	word	
means	at	its	core.		

While	 I	was	a	 little	kid	my	parents	 taught	me	 the	basics	of	 respect.	 It	was	an	action	you	were	 supposed	 to	 show	
others,	whether	they	be	your	family,	friends,	the	mailman,	or	the	random	people	you	meet	on	the	street.	They	taught	
me	respect	should	be	extended	to	all	people,	regardless	of	age,	social	status,	or	beliefs.	This	type	of	respect	should	be	
universal	 and	 is	 simply	 an	 acknowledgment	 of	 others.	 As	 I	 continued	 to	 grow	 older	 and	 go	 through	my	 years	 of	
schooling	here	at	Millennium,	my	views	of	respect	have	only	gotten	broader.	 I	have	had	the	unique	opportunity	to	
have	been	educated	here	at	Millennium	since	kindergarten.	I	remember	very	clearly	my	first	day	of	school	in	each	of	
the	grammar	grades.	 I	 remember	which	 seat	 I	was	given,	 the	names	of	my	 classmates,	 and	more	 importantly	 the	
name	of	my	new	teacher.	I	remember	looking	at	the	walls	of	my	new	classroom,	how	different	they	were	from	my	
last	ones,	where	the	windows	were,	and	to	which	playground	I	was	closest.	But	there	was	always	one	consistency	
between	every	classroom,	and	that	was	the	green	and	gold	posters.	These	green	and	gold	posters	gave	a	list	of	habits	
and	expectations	each	student	at	Millennium	is	encouraged	to	embody.	Every	year,	on	the	first	day	of	school,	teachers	
would	 go	 over	 the	words	 on	 the	 list,	 give	 a	 short	 definition,	 and	 explain	why	 they	were	 important.	With	 no	 real	
surprise,	respect	was	the	first	word	given	on	that	list.	

This	foundation	of	values	that	Millennium	started	building	on	day	one	has	been	continuously	built	upon.	Millennium	
taught	me	not	only	who	to	respect,	but	how	and	why	I	was	supposed	to	do	so.	As	this	foundation	has	been	built	upon,	
I	feel	my	respect	for	my	superiors	has	only	grown,	especially	towards	teachers,	coaches,	and	administrators.	Being	
any	 one	 of	 those	 three	 is	 clearly	 not	 the	 easiest	 career.	 Let’s	 be	 honest,	 trying	 to	 get	 a	 whole	 bunch	 of	 kids	 or	
teenagers	to	listen	to	you	at	once	cannot	be	easy.	But	they	do	it	anyway,	 	and	they	do	it	so	we	students	can	be	given	
such	 a	 great	 education	 here.	 I	 encourage	 all	 students	 to	 respect	 their	 teachers	 and	 all	 their	 superiors,	 not	 just	
because	 it	 is	 expected,	 or	 because	 it's	 on	 that	 green	 and	 gold	 poster,	 but	 because	 it’s	 the	 right	 thing	 to	 do.	 I	 am	
forever	 thankful	 for	 the	 role	 they	 have	 served	 in	 helping	 develop	me	 into	 the	 person	 I	 have	 become	 today,	 and	
certainly	I	will	never	forget	the	lessons	I	have	been	taught	over	the	years,	and	neither	should	any	of	you.		

Re s p e c t  
For	the	first	time	in	The	Academic	Journal,	MCA	is	proud	to	feature	the	writings	of	two	students.		

Seniors	Calvin	DeVore	and	Tristan	Shockley	gave	memorable,	keynote	speeches	for	the	2021-2022	Honor	Day.		
In	this	edition,	we	offer	Mr.	Hartley’s	remarks	on	“respect”	and	in	the	next	edition	Mr.	Shockley’s	comments	on	“commitment.”

Hello, ever.one.



But	 this	 is	 just	 one	 form	 of	 respect.	 I	 see	 it	 as	 the	 formal	 type,	 one	 that	 everyone	 should	 naturally	 show	 their	
superiors.	 However,	when	 I	 entered	 high	 school	 here,	my	 views	 of	 respect	 evolved.	 As	my	 learning	 took	 a	much	
deeper	 and	 philosophical	 turn,	 I	 had	 to	 start	 thinking	 a	 lot	more.	 I	 realized	 there	were	 so	many	more	 opinions,	
beliefs,	and	just	stuff	bout	which	I	had	no	idea	beforehand.	A	perfect	example	of	how	my	view	of	respect	evolved	is	
back	in	my	freshman	year	when	one	of	my	good	friends	challenged	Mr.	Degraaf	to	a	religious	debate.	Now	this	was	
the	most	David	and	Goliath,	underdog	story	of	my	freshmen	year.	Mr.	Degraaf	was	not	the	man	you	would	want	to	
debate;	he	knew	how	to	argue.	Yet	this	particular	student	was	not	afraid	one	bit	to	go	head-to-head	against	him,	and	
wholeheartedly	believed	he	could	win.	It	turned	into	this	huge	event;	my	entire	grade	was	there	to	watch	this	debate	
unfold.	 Now	 I	 don’t	 want	 to	 go	 into	 too	much	 detail,	 but	 let's	 just	 say	Mr.	 Degraaf	 won.	Watching	 this	 student’s	
arguments	get	completely	destroyed	was	pretty	funny,	and	on	multiple	occasions	I	had	to	stop	myself	from	laughing.	
But	no	matter	how	funny	my	friend	may	have	sounded,	Mr.	Degraaf	never	once	laughed,	never	once	scoffed,	or	ever	
stopped	taking	him	seriously.	For	a	short	time	instead	of	treating	this	student	 like	a	student,	he	treated	him	as	an	
equal.	Even	once	the	debate	was	over	and	when	we	all	went	back	to	class,	Mr.	Degraaf	never	showed	any	disrespect	
or	air	of	superiority	over	this	student	for	expressing	his	beliefs.	Mr.	Degraaf	respected	them,	through	and	through,	
even	though	he	believed	they	were	wrong	on	multiple	levels.	It	was	crazy	to	me.	I	realized	that	in	that	moment,	Mr.	
Degraaf	 showed	me	how	to	be	 respectful	 in	a	different	way.	He	was	not	gloating	or	boastful	at	all,	 even	 in	what	 I	
thought	was	a	clear-cut	victory.	He	treated	his	opponent	with	respect,	and	as	an	equal,	which	 is	a	 lesson	I	 took	to	
heart.		

Let’s	 take	 a	 step	 back	 and	 look	 at	 the	
definition	 for	 a	 moment.	 According	 to	 the	
dictionary,	respect	 is	 “to	consider	worthy	of	
high	 regard.”	 So	 far,	 I’ve	 brought	 up	
considering	 superiors	 and	 opponents	 with	
this	 high	 regard.	 So,	 to	 an	 extent,	 the	 basic	
definition	 does	 fit	 into	 what	 I’ve	 said.	 But	
there’s	 one	more	 very	 important	 piece	 that	
we	 all	 need	 to	 consider	worthy,	 and	 that	 is	
oneself.	 As	 the	 distinguished	 philosopher	
and	famous	actor,	Clint	Eastwood,	once	said	
“Respect	 your	efforts,	 respect	 yourself.	 Self-
respect	 leads	 to	 self-discipline.	 When	 you	
have	both	firmly	under	your	belt,	that’s	real	
power.”	 I	 believe	 that	 we	 are	 all	 created	 as	
unique	 individuals.	 We	 need	 to	 respect	
ourselves	 for	 our	 gifts,	 our	 ideas,	 our	
strengths,	 and	 even	 our	 weaknesses.	
Because	in	the	end,	it’s	our	weaknesses	that	
can	 help	 us	 depend	 on	 and	 respect	 the	
strengths	of	others.		

I	would	really	like	to	thank	all	of	you	for	listening,	and	Dr.	Looney	for	giving	me	this	opportunity	to	give	back	to	this	
school	that	has	meant	so	much	to	me.	But	before	I	go,	I’d	like	to	leave	you	with	a	new	and	maybe	improved	definition	
of	respect.	It	goes,	“to	recognize	and	acknowledge	one’s	superiors,	one’s	opponents,	and	oneself,	and	to	treat	all	of	
those	with	the	utmost	regard.”	

Calvin DeVore
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