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Switching to Remote Learning

When our twentieth school year began last August, no one imagined that we would be finishing the year with all 

students and teachers working from their homes.  However, as with many times in the past twenty years, MCA 

teachers and students have risen to the occasion.  

During the days between March 13, our last day of school in the building, and March 30, MCA teachers, administration, 

and IT staff worked hard to determine which platforms would best meet the needs of students and their families for 

remote learning.  Many issues had to be considered, from whether or not students had internet service and devices, to 

which software methods would help our teachers keep students moving forward.  Although there were media reports of 

some school systems trying to just keep students from regressing, the conscious decision was made at MCA to keep 

students learning new material and moving forward, while maintaining our philosophy to “teach to the end.”

Although there have been a few glitches and issues, overwhelmingly the remote learning process has been a success, 

with the amount of online student participation at the astonishingly high rate of 95% to 98%.  This edition of The Herald 

will showcase some examples of remote learning from both lower and upper school to help our families across all 

grades have a better understanding of how the process was implemented.

With the school’s one to one laptop program, all students in grades six through twelve have access to a Chromebook.  

Students who already didn’t take their Chromebooks home from school have been allowed to do so.  All lower school 

teachers contacted their students to ensure they had access to some type of online device.  Because the school only 

has a limited supply of extra, or loaner, Chromebooks,  families who had a personal device such as a computer, iPad, 

or even a smart phone, were asked to use those first, but families who didn’t have access to a device were loaned one. 

MCA remote teaching was developed to be asynchronous in nature because families’ schedules vary greatly.  This way 

all students have access to lessons and teacher instruction at any time of the day. Teachers still host online, real-time 

meetings for those who are available at the time of the meeting and record those meetings for later access.   

For lower school, an interactive teaching program called Seesaw has allowed families and teachers to exchange files, 

videos, photos, and instructions.  Students have also used an online reading program that correlates with our Core 

Knowledge Language Arts curriculum (CKLA).  Some classes continued using ClassDojo which was already in use 

before in-person instruction was cancelled for the year.  For upper school, the Google Apps for Education product 

which students use every day with their Chromebooks met many requirements.  Other tools employed include Zoom, 

Screencastify, and Flipgrid.

Thank you so much to all our families for your kind notes, calls, and encouragement, and thank you for working with 

your children and our faculty in adapting to these new methods of learning.  

Special Message From Mr. Michael Reeves, Lower School Director:

Despite the abruptness of the temporary transition from face-to-face learning to remote learning, our teachers, 

students, and families have worked together to make this challenging period in the educational lives of our students 

meaningful and successful. Our students have benefited from the efforts that they, their teachers, and families have 

undertaken to ensure a continuity of learning. The learning that has happened during this time has meant that students 

have maintained and continued the academic growth they had experienced before this disruption began. For our 

youngest students, this model of learning represented the greatest degree of change, but the lessons that their 

teachers have designed and the support their families have provided has allowed them to flourish. In short, I would like 

to thank everyone for their efforts. Meeting these challenges is evidence of the high regard the MCA family has for 

education and learning.
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Lower school teachers worked to 

ensure students received instruction in 

all subject areas. Here are examples of 

online learning screenshots from 2nd

grade.  Thanks to Mrs. Michelle Allred 

for sharing.

Reading

All specialists sent weekly lessons for all grades K-5.  To the right 

is an example of an art lesson.  Students have also received 

regular vocal and instrumental music, technology, and library 

lessons. 

Math

Science

History
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For upper school students, most teachers have continued using shared documents though the service that Google 

provides free to educational institutions.  One 8th grade parent commented, "The eighth grade team is awesome! I 

think that this time away has really helped [my son] understand how much he loves Millennium." 

Teachers across the whole school have gone above and beyond to try and make our unusual learning processes fun 

and engaging.  Mrs. Annaley Donabo, high school math teacher, opens some of her classes with a theme.  Here’s 

what she said about two of her Zoom class meetings:  “Costume day was a BLAST! I needed the good laugh I got. 

One freshman dressed up as a plague doctor, mask and all. What a cool kid!  One sophomore changed  into five 

different costumes throughout class. An 8th grader who normally is reserved when it comes to participating in 

activities like this thoroughly enjoyed our event and even sang a karaoke song for us. Tomorrow we are having stand 

up comic day, so the students have been asked to bring their best jokes. The students don’t know it yet, but Mr. 

DeGraaf is going to “Zoom bomb” us and drop in as a surprise.”

Below are some examples from our 6th grade English class

Again, thank you to our parents and students for working with us on our remote learning.  At this time, we are making 

plans based on various fall scenarios.  Be assured we will bring you the highest quality of teaching and learning 

possible, no matter our environment. 


