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Welcome to our fifty-eighth edition of “The Academic Journal,” a bimonthly bulletin in which you can read about MCA’s educational
philosophy, instructional methodology, and the various viewpoints and positions of our faculty, staff, students, and families.

The Times We Are Given
COVID, Part I

A

dividing nation. A quarrelsome Congress. A legislating Supreme Court. Violent protests. Rising Marxism.
Ignoble leadership. Poverty. Racism. Rogue nations and nuclear threats. A confusion of true justice. A scarcity of
civility and statesmanship in the public arena. The suppression of truth. Proud stupidity and intellectual selfaggrandizement. People claiming to be wise but being foolish. Evil being called good. …Oh, and yes, and a
pandemic with its face coverings and physical distancing.
These days are hard! Could it be worse!?
Well, we could be living in the 1940s polio outbreaks. Parents were frightened to let their children go outside, especially in the
summer when the virus seemed to peak. Travel and commerce between affected cities were sometimes restricted. Public health
officials imposed quarantines on homes and towns where polio cases were diagnosed.1
We could be living during the bubonic plague, the Black Death, which killed upwards of 200,000 people in just six years with its
strange glandular swellings, fever, vomiting, excruciating pains, all quickly followed by death. Or even in second century Rome
during the reign of Marcus Aurelius, when a devastating fifteen-year epidemic swept through the Roman Empire killing a quarter
to a third of the population, including Marcus Aurelius, who wrote of caravans of carts and wagons hauling out the dead.2
So, it might be worse. More importantly, however, all of these calamities still leave us with hope.
Hope first comes through the very fact that we are living on this side of those disasters. Humanity survived. Hope also comes
through those with courage who lived during those tribulations.
My cousin Richard had a profound impact on me, but I didn’t realize it until I was a young adult. He had contracted polio when he
was little, and it left him with a right arm that fell limp by his side. I can still see him as a little boy using his left hand to move his
right arm where he wanted it. He never once brought up his disability to me. I guess it was obvious enough, and it just was what it
was. Richard learned to write with his left hand. He played baseball with us. He went to the lake and waterskied with us. He grew
up and had a family and wrote about the history of Lewisville and of North Carolina. Those were the times he was given, and he
lived them boldly with determination.
Living in Avignon during the bubonic plague, Guy de Chauliac is another exemplar. Rather than hide behind his privileged position
as personal physician to the pope, he went into ‘the streets’ to serve those who were suffering and dying from the disease. As the
plague mowed down the city’s population and panic spread, de Chauliac experimented with treatments and assessed their
efficacy, eventually identifying and describing two of the three variants of the disease.3 Those were the times he was given, and he
lived them humbly serving others.
During the plagues in ancient Rome, those who could flee fled to the countryside, including the physicians. But for those who
could not flee, the typical response was to try to avoid any contact with the afflicted, since it was understood that the disease was
contagious. Hence, when their first symptom appeared, victims often were thrown into the streets, where the dead and dying lay

in piles. Many of those known as Christians, however, met the obligation to care for the sick rather than desert them, and thereby
saved enormous numbers of lives! 2 Those were the times they were given, and they lived them courageously and showing mercy.
No one promised this life would be easy. However, our anxiety, I imagine, comes from having written our own scripts for today,
and then this microscopic organism, as well as some people, come trampling what we have written, leaving us anxious. Still, we
wish this disorienting pandemic and these people who ignore our stage directions and invent their own lines need not have
happened in our time.

“I wish it need not
have happened in
my time," said
Frodo.
"So do I," said
Gandalf, "and so
do all who live to
see such times.
But that is not for
them to decide.
All we have to
decide is what to
do with the time
that is given us.”

That’s just what Frodo said to Gandalf in
the Fellowship of the Rings. At that
moment in the story, Frodo was facing
struggles he never anticipated and for
which he felt unprepared. He was
confronting despair, evil, and uncertainty.
The weight of the responsibility that was
thrust upon him comes crashing down.
As the realization of this discovery dawns
on Frodo, he remains silent, motionless,
and as Tolkien describes it, "fear seemed
to stretch out a vast hand, like a dark
cloud rising in the East and looming up to
engulf them."
“I wish it need not have happened in my
time," said Frodo.
"So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who
live to see such times. But that is not for
them to decide. All we have to decide is
what to do with the time that is given us.”

Tolkien spoke of hardship from experience. The creator of Lord of the Rings fought in the hellish Battle of the Somme in World
War I and suffered great losses. "By 1918, all but one of my close friends were dead," he wrote. He had seen a world shaken to its
core, and perhaps he made sense of it by picking up his pen and creating a world of his own -- one not free from war and conflict,
but one where courage and friendship and hope mattered more than fear.4
Kirby R. McCrary, Headmaster
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