MILLENNIUM CHARTER ACADEMY

THE ACADEMIC JOURNAL
P h i l o s o p h y, P e d a g o g y, a n d P e r s p e c t i v e s 6.26.20

Welcome to our fifty-fifth edition of “The Academic Journal,” a bimonthly bulletin in which you can read about MCA’s educational
philosophy, instructional methodology, and the various viewpoints and positions of our faculty, staff, students, and families.

H uman F lourishing
We interrupt our series on citizenship to bring you this article by Pamela Braley,
who has served the school exceedingly well and is retiring at the end of July.

MCA’ s

vision states that we aim to develop virtuous citizens, or to put it more classically, Plato’s “Ideal Type.” Our end goal
for our students is neither skill acquisition nor content mastery, although those are important markers along the way. Our goal, in short,
is human flourishing. “Human flourishing” may seem somewhat an archaic term, but it is relevant and deserving of scrutiny. Both words
in the phrase are important and require careful consideration.
First of all, what does it mean to be human? A human being may belong scientifically to the broad animal kingdom, but a human is a
species set apart in many important ways. Human beings are self-aware and capable of a rich, interior life of the mind. Humans can think
rationally, apply the powers of logic, and express themselves with articulation and eloquence through the marvelous gift of language.
Humans know and express a range of emotions, sometimes all at once. Humans are capable of thinking beyond themselves to the feelings
and need of others and to the greater good. They are capable of love and loyalty, compassion and kindness. Perhaps most importantly, the
human spirit can be enlivened to pursue and enjoy objective truth, goodness, and beauty. Sadly, all of these unique human faculties may
be corrupted, causing a human to fall far short of the ideal.
And what does it mean to flourish? It means to reach toward the ideal, to be fully alive and fully formed as a human being, possessing and
growing into all the noble and positive dimensions of what it means to be human. It means to think well, to love well, to serve well for the
benefit of other humans who are also endowed with worth and value. It means to be responsible, respectful, honest, compassionate and
courageous. It means to live and move in this world with dignity and grace, and with a sense of peace, calm and joy.
Since the Industrial Revolution, schools have largely resembled factories, churning out products with similar skill sets, job-market ready.
While skills and jobs are important, an institution focused on human flourishing is more similar to a garden than a factory. The metaphor
is apt. Think of young shoots carefully tended and planted in the good soil of a rich curriculum. The roots reach down into great and
timeless literature, into the flow of ideas throughout history, into the wonders of the world discovered through mathematics and science,
into philosophy and logic and rhetoric. Over time, as the roots are nourished, the plant grows straight and strong and flourishes, reaching
toward the sunlight of truth, goodness and beauty. Because the roots go deep, the plants can withstand shifting winds or deep frosts.
Eventually, the plant bears fruit!
But there’s more. Human beings, by nature, long for flourishing societies, whether that be the microcosm of the family or whether that be
the wider realms of community, state and nation. Societies are comprised of individual humans, and it is human hearts and minds
working in concert toward good and noble goals that constitute a well-ordered society. Societies break down when human beings forget
or neglect the best of what it means to be human, when they turn their backs on the Ideal. Disordered human beings cannot help but
create disordered structures of society.
An education focused on civic virtue, civil discourse, and ultimately, human flourishing will make a difference. It will make difference, first
of all, in the individual human. It will make a further difference in that individual’s sphere of influence as far as it extends. Just possibly,
educating a critical number of flourishing human beings over time will make a difference in forming flourishing societies. That is our goal
and our great hope.
~
Upper School Director

Pamela J. Braley,
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