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The Eagle of the Ninth 

The Eagle of the Ninth is a wonderful work of historical fiction that paints a dramatic and vivid story 

set in the Roman Empire.  Centered around the fog-covered hills of Roman Britain and the area to 

the north that is today Scotland, you will go on an adventure to restore Roman honor and find a 

missing golden eagle.  Weaving together fact and speculation informed by historical reality, Sutcliff 

tells the story of a young soldier who goes north of civilization to locate this prized military insignia.  

We join Marcus as he also seeks to learn the fate of his father and the four thousand Roman soldiers 

that marched into the misty hills and disappeared nearly twenty years earlier.  A mixture of 

mystery, spy-thriller, and personal quest, this is the first book in the Roman Britain Trilogy by 

Sutcliff. 

She plops us write into the medias res of another culture, and so part of your task will be to think 

about the way historical terms inform us in a work of literature. 

Response: 

Typically, summer reading assignments include a book and a series of prepared essays and/or 

optional projects to complete before or during the first week of school.  Instead, this year there will 

be an in-class exam on the book given the first full day you return to school.  There will also be a 

vocabulary journal that shows your engagement with the culture of ancient Rome that is central to 

bringing this dramatic story to life. 

 The vocabulary journal is due the first day of class, August 19th at the beginning of class, 

regardless of any other activities planned for that day. 

 In the event other events are planned by the administration for August 19, the exam will be 

moved to the first full period of class instead. 

 The exam will be multiple choice, fill in the blank, true and false, short answer, and short 

essay. 

 The test will be on the details of the book to demonstrate that you have completed the 

reading. 

As you read the book, I want you to create a vocabulary journal of any word, term, or detail that is 

taken from the culture of ancient Rome or ancient Britain.  To do so, follow the instructions below. 



1. Select at least one to five terms from each chapter of the book.  You may skip up to any four 

chapters if you do not find a term to use.  You must have at least one term each from the 

remaining 16 chapters and a grand total of 40 terms in your journal. 

2. You may earn bonus points by including more terms than required by the assignment. 

3. The journal will be hand written in pen or pencil; you may print for this assignment if your 

printing is neater than your cursive writing, you will write on lined paper, and you will skip 

one line/space between each term. 

4. You will number each term. 

5. Each term will be written and underlined, it will be followed by a dash; you will then use the 

internet or another reliable source to find a definition for your term, you will then write out 

in your own words a version of that definition or description of the term. 

6. The definition of the term must be at least one complete sentence in length and complete 

enough for me to understand what the terms means. 

7. You must include the chapter number and the page number for your term at the end of your 

definition. 

8. You may not use the list of place names at the back of the book for your terms. 

REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS AND RUBRIC 

 Handwritten MLA Header and Title 

 Written in pen or pencil in clear neat writing (cursive or longhand i.e. printed) 

 1” margins on all sides 

 Double spaced between definitions 

 Complete sentences 

 Chapter and page number given for each term 

 Include a date when you wrote the entry in your journal 

Rubric 

90-100%: A complete journal that includes 40 numbered, defined, and cited words.  The 

handwriting is clear and easy to read.  All instructions about how to create the journal entry have been 

followed.  The definition are in your own words and are clear and easy to understand.  The journal 

demonstrates that the writer spent considerable time and effort thinking about the context of the terms 

and spent time researching them.  The journal is neat to look at and is nearly free from any errors of 

syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

80-89%  A complete journal that includes 40 numbered, defined, and cited words.  The 

handwriting is mostly clear and easy to read.  All instructions about how to create the journal entry have 

been followed.  The definition are in your own words and can be understood with some small effort.  The 

journal demonstrates that the writer spent an appropriate amount of time and effort thinking about the 

context of the terms and spent time researching them.  The journal is neat to look at and is mostly free 

from errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

70-79%  A complete journal that includes 30-40 numbered, defined, and cited words.  The 

handwriting is somewhat clear and can be read.  All instructions about how to create the journal entry 

have been followed.  The definition are in your own words and can be understood with some effort.  The 

journal demonstrates that the writer spent a minimum of appropriate amount of time and effort 

researching the terms.  The journal is not messy and has some, but not an overwhelming amount of, 

errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 



60-69%  A journal that is well done, but has less than 30 terms OR is complete but also suffers 

from the following issues: The handwriting is somewhat not clear and is difficult to read.  Many 

instructions about how to create the journal entry have not been followed.  The definitions are not fully in 

your own words, are incomplete, or are difficult to understand.  The journal demonstrates that the writer 

did not spend enough time and effort researching the terms.  The journal is messy and has many errors of 

syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

59% or below A journal that is well done, but has less than 28 terms OR is complete but also suffers 

from the following issues: The handwriting is illegible and difficult to read.  Few of the instructions about 

how to create the journal entry have been followed.  The definitions are not fully in your own words, are 

incomplete, and/or are difficult to understand.  The journal demonstrates that the writer did not spend 

enough time and effort researching the terms.  The journal is messy and has an overwhelming amount of 

errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

0%  The assignment is turned in late; this assignment will not be accepted late without an 

excused absence.  If you are absent on the due date, it will be due on the day you return to school.  

Students who enroll after July 20, 2021 will be excused from the assignment. 

0%  The assignment shows any sign of plagiarism, cheating, or copying from other sources: 

including, but not limited to – copying definitions verbatim without any effort to put them into your own 

words and copying from another student.  


