
Millennium Charter Academy’s 8 th Grade Summer Reading

DIRECTIONS for Written Assignments in English and History:
● If typed: Please use Times New Roman 12 font and black ink.
● If hand-written:  Please use black or blue ink on 8.5 x 11 composition paper.
● Include your full first and last name in the upper left hand corner of each page.

Each student should demonstrate his or her best writing skills.  To meet grade-level
expectations, students should produce clear, meaningful content that demonstrates their
best use of spelling, grammar, and syntax.

English Portion: Keep a reading journal. As you read through the story, choose four
chapters to write about in your journal. The chapters you choose should be meaningful
to you and should be located in various places throughout the novel.

For each chosen chapter, record at least two of the connections described below:
Use complete sentences in your journal. I have provided some partial sentences as
examples that you may follow, but the ideas you record should be your own.
Connection #1: How do you personally relate to the story?

“What I just read reminds me of the time when I was included or excluded . .  .”
“When I read about the humiliation Ji Ling experienced at school, I could really

relate because in my own life . . . ”
Connection #2: How do events or themes in the book remind you of other events or
themes in other novels, poems, or short stories you have read?

“When Ji Li’s friends begin to turn on her because she is a landlord’s granddaughter,
I am reminded of Animal Farm by George Orwell because…”

“In some ways, Ji Li’s conflict is similar to that of Jonas in The Giver by Lois Lowry
since they both…”

Connection #3: How do the events and experiences in Ji Li’s memoir resemble
historical or current events?

“In some ways, the cultural revolution is like what is happening in the United States
today because …”
“Kids today feel political pressure to conform to ideas they are not comfortable with
as well.  For example, …



Separate History Assignment – due to Mr. Rouse:

Please follow the individual instructions for the history summer reading assignment. 
This year the History and English assignments utilize the same book.  

In eighth grade History/Geography, we will be studying the history of the United States
from 1945-2001. By the end of World War II in 1945, however, the US had been
inextricably drawn into global politics. Reading Red Scarf Girl will help us understand
United States history in two important ways. First, by examining a first-hand account
from a thirteen-year-old written during the Chinese Cultural Revolution we gain a greater
appreciation of the liberties we enjoy in the United States. Second, this primary source
also helps us better understand why Americans were so committed to containing the
spread of communism during the Cold War.

Like your assignment for English, your assignment for History/Geography 8 is divided
into two parts: pre-writing questions and a brief (one paragraph) reflection.

Part 1: Pre-Writing Questions
Answer the following questions in complete sentences, with appropriate spelling,
grammar, and punctuation.

Using this video from HISTORY (“Sound Smart: China’s Cultural Revolution”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCLJKncqehc)), answer the following
historical context questions:

1. When did China’s Cultural Revolution begin?
2. Why did the Cultural Revolution begin? What were Chairman Mao’s targets

during the Cultural Revolution?
3. When did the Cultural Revolution end? What were its consequences?

Using Red Scarf Girl, answer the following reading questions: 

1. Describe Ji-Li’s family. Why does Ji-Li’s family become a target in the Cultural
Revolution?

2. How do Ji-Li’s relationships within her neighborhood and at school change as the
Revolution unfolds?

3. Why does Ji-Li’s family not give in to the pressure put on them by the Red
Guards and others?

4. What were the Olds and the Blacks that were seen as so dangerous by the Chinese
Communists?

5. Why do you think they were so afraid of the “Olds” and the “Blacks”?
6. Why does Ji-Li not betray her family?
7. What happens to Ji-Li’s family at the end of the book?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCLJKncqehc


Part 2: Reflection

Write a five (5) to seven (7) sentence paragraph answering this reflection question: Using
examples from Red Scarf Girl, explain how the Cultural Revolution in China affected the
lives of ordinary people.

These assignments will be the first assignments of the semester, so please start your
new school year with a solid grade.  

Please contact Mrs. Mitchell (doramitchell@mcacademy.com) and/or Mr. Rouse
(andersonrouse@mcacademy.com) with any questions.
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