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Mission R
Millennium Charter Academy is an independent, public school

whose classroom is the community, which invites parents,

teachers, students, and the community to collectively

challenge each child to achieve superior academic standards

and to develop the highest moral character. We will

expand educational choice with an innovative, student -

centered environment producing life  -long learners equipped

with the knowledge and critical  -thinking skills necessary to

become leaders in the 21st Century.

Vision

As a natural advancement of our stated Mission and Goals,
Millennium Charter Academy will develop citizens of virtuous
character who think well and, as leaders, contribute to our
communities, our nation, and the world. Our students will
understand that a good citizen rules and is ruled; is independent,

yet simultaneously in relation with others; and, is grounded in an
honest search for knowable, universal truth, goodness, and
beauty. To foster this model of citizenship, we will maintain our
delivery of a robust, liberal arts curriculum, deepen our
implementation of classical education, and continue our principle -
based discipline grounded in love for the individual and respect for

the corporate good, as well as a belief in redemption and
growth.  Through these means, we will increase our attention to
developing the following characteristics of citizenship in our
students:

1 an awareness of themselves as members of a community, from
local to national to global;

1 adevotion to intellectual and moral integrity, including an
ability to fashion credible ideas and to argue logically;

1 arespect for the rule of law; and

1 an appreciation of American constitutional democracy. -
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Qﬂgy MILLENNIUM CHARTER ACADEMY

Upper School
Features of MCA Upper School

9 Superior academic standards § Balanced foundational curriculum with

1 Excellent moral tone emphasis on the humanities, the arts,

1 Community of trust and integrity and STEM

1 Family atmosphere 1 Innovative uses of stateof-the-art

1 Authentic learning through use of great technology
works of literature and primary source
material in history and science

f  Emphasis ondiscussion of0 A E @ OB A A

Dialectic School, Grades 6- 8

1 Dynamic teaching teams 1 Learning through discussion, paideia

1  Teacters with content area expertise, seminars, simulations, projects
understanding of adolescent f Curriculum integrze
development, and a love for students. 1  Wide array of academic clubs and

1 Wide array ofexploratory courses competitions

1 Social events 1 Athletics

1 Service opportunities

Rhetoric School, Grades 9-12

1 Humane Letters Seminar: a tweperiod course taken each of the four years in whic
students embark on an integragéd study of literature, history, and philosophy. Rathe
than read secondary texts and have teachers lecture at them, students are engage
reading and discussing original texts and source documents, and writing essays ak
issues that emerge from theirstudy. Historical lectures frame and supplement th
discussions of the enduring principles of Western civilization.

1 The Millennium Colloquium: A series of special times set aside to explore interest
topics, synthesize learning, gain ispiration and create products two days inthe fall and
two days in the spring

1 Rigorous and operdiscussion in all classrooms astudents and teachers pursue truth

1 Opportunities for role-modeling, tutoring, and mentoring of younger students

1 College counselorgollege tours college informational events

1 Student life: A commons area for coffee and conversation; dances, bonfires, ski tr
mountain climbing, etc.

1 Student government: A unique model in which students serve on councils that oversee
aspects of hgh school lifg encouragingthem to be selfgoverning

1 Service opportunties

1 New athletic facility

1 Wide array of academic clubs and competitions

9 Elective clusters: students build on their passios through elective clusters in arts ant
humanities,or STEM

1 College and Career Promise courses with Surry Community College

Senior privileges

1 Open campus

1 Early dismissal and/or late arrival, schedule permitting

1  Senior capstone project: seniors bring their four years of learning into play to explore .
area of interest, participate in an internship ormentorship, then write and present ¢
thesis paper.

1 Special class trip



Millennium Charter Academy
—) Graduation Requirements

Content Area NC Requirements MCA Requirements
English 4 credits: 4 credits:
English I, 11, 1, IV Honors English I: Ancient and Classical Literature an

Grammar
Honors English 1l: European and Early Americal
Literature and Composition
Honors English Ill: Contemporary Literature
Honors English 1IV: Great Books and Rhetorior AP
Literature

Social Studies 4 credits: 4 credits:

Founding Principles of the

United States of America
and North Carolina: Civic
Literacy

Economics andPersonal
Finance

American History

World History

Honors World History
Honors European History
Honors AmericanHistory or AP US History

Honors Founding Principles, Civics and Economics

Mathematics 4 credits: 4 credits:
Math | Algebra |
Math 11 Geometryand Logic
Math Il Algebra Il
Onehigher math One higher math
Science 3 credits: 4 credits:

Environmental Science
Biology

A physical science

Honors Environmental Science
Honors Biology
Honors Chemistry

One fourth science

World Languages

2 credits required for
college-bound students

2 Credits:
Spanish |, Spanish Ibr Latin I, Latin Il

Health and Physical 1 Credit: 1 Credit:
Education Health/Physical Health and Fitness
Education
Arts Education Elective 1 Credit:
Fine Arts Survey/Philosophy of Anthropology
Electives 4 credits 3 credits from elective clusters
Senior Project 1 credit 1 credit
Senior Capstone
Total 23 credits 24 credits




Elective Courses by Cluster
Electives

Humanities List

EEEITY AP United States History

P e TRy
Fantasy, Mystery, and Sci  -Fi

Hobbits and Heroes: The Epic Journey of the Lord of the Rings
Latin 1ll, Honors

Latin IV, Honors

Latin American Studies

Magic, Mystery, and a Wardrobe: Narnia and other Myths
Mock Trial

Spanish lll, Honors

Spanish IV, Honors

The Age of the American Revolution

The Art of Rhetoric

The Art and Literature of Warfare

The Third Reich

STEM

Advanced Health and Fitness
Aesthetics and Interior Design
Anatomy and Physiology

AP Calculus AB

AP Chemistry

AP Computer Science

Introduction to Broadcasting
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Introduction to Computer Programming
Physics

Precalculus

Weightlifting

The Arts
Aesthetics and Interior Design
Art Studio I @A IV

Band | fi IV
Ballet| A IV
Choirl A IV
Music Theory

Theatre Arts

The Art and Literature of Warfare

T



Eighth Grade Courses for High School Credit

Advanced English and Rhetoric English and

Rhetoric, simply put, is the art of writing and speaking well.
Throughout history, men and women have used the power of the

written and spoken word to inform, persuade, and delight. Students in

8th Grade English and Rhetoric will be doing just that. They will examine how
rhetoric shapes hearts and minds before composing and delivering influential
rhetoric of their own. The literary content of the course consists of studying
traditional 8 t grade selections such as Avi, Golding, Orwell, Bradbury, and
Lee. Because this will be treated like a high school course, students will be
expected to push their independent work further than ever before in both
quality and depth of thought as they strive to take their compositional and
rhetorical skills to the next level.

Rhetoric

Algebra |

Algebra is designed to give students the requisite skills that
provide a foundation for all future mathematics courses. Students

will create and reason with linear and quadratic equations and
inequalities; interpret and build linear, exponential, and quadratic functions;
express geometric properties with equations; and interpret categorical and
guantitative data.

Mathematics

Earth and Environmental Science

This course will address objectives in eighth grade science as well

as cover topics in Earth and Environmental Science. Students will
take the eighth grade EOG in science and a final exam in Earth and
Environmental Science.

Science

Advanced Contemporary American History

A high degree of motivation and success in seventh grade history

is a prerequisite for this course. The course will explore the history

of the United States from 1950 to the present, as well as an overview of
North Carolina history. The course will be faster -paced and explore topics
more in depth than the general eighth grade history course.

History
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Foreign
Language

Latin |

As the precursor of all Romance languages, Latin provides an excellent
foundation for all language study. In this course of study, we use a
combination of reading and listening to acquire Latin. The focus is on
language acquisition A the ability to read Latin fi instead of language
decoding. This approach to language study focuses on learning in the context

of stories and Roman culture rather than memorization of immense
vocabulary lists.  This course is open to seventh grade students. Students
who complete this course will receive one high school credit and will qualify

to take Latin II.

Latin Il (Pre -requisite, Latin I)

In Latin I, students will review and build on the reading and analytical skills

we gained in Latin | by immersion in a wide variety of original Latin texts,
spanning from the Roman Republic, to the Golden age of Rome, Late
Antiquity, the Medieval Period, the Early Modern era, the 19th century, and
even including contemporary news  -feeds composed in Latin. The goal of the
course is not only to continue to build our Latin reading proficiency, but also

to stimulate a pleasure in the reading of primary sources in their original
language, to expose the students to a wide variety of genres and authors in
Latin, and to open up the widely ignored and unknown corpus of literature
extant in this powerful language. Students who complete this course will
receive one high school credit and will qualify to take Latin IIl.

Spanish |

This course will cover topics such as grammar, vocabulary, and cultural
concepts, providing the students with further language skills in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Students will begin to develop a wide range
of vocabulary and the necessary grammatical structures to support growing
Spanish fluency. By the end of the course, they will be able to converse,
read, and write in basic, grammatically correct sentences in Spanish. This
course is open to seventh grade students. Students who complete this course
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English

Honors English I: Ancient and Classical Literature

The literary content of English | consists of studying representative Great Books of

the Western World, Greece and Rome in particular. Selections include Homer,
Sophocles, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, and Vergil. The writing

content includes a variety of writing exercises that incorporate traditional

compositional and rhetorical skills.

Honors English Il: Medieval and Renaissance Literature

In English 1l we build on the foundation of Ancient Near Eastern, Greek and Roman
literature studied in English I. We begin with representative works of the Anglo -
Saxon period of England, continue with the Medieval and Early Modern periods of
Western Europe, and end with an introduction to early American colonial writings.

We read works by Dante, Chaucer, de Cervantes, Milton, and (though he does not
measure up to these other giants!) Benjamin Franklin. Writing assignments are

based primarily on the literature we read, and build on the skills acquired in

English I.

Honors English lll: Literature of the Western Tradition in the Modern World

Building upon prior courses that students have taken during their tenth grade year
related to Western history and literature, English 111 will examine the ways in which
writers and poets of the modern world have sought to understand major questions
and themes within the Western tradition. In working with literature that was
written during the modern world, students will read British, American, and
Continental European authors from the seventeenth through the twenty -first
centuries. While reading these great works of literature, we will be asking the
deepest questions of human existence and looking for ways in which some of the
greatest minds of the modern world have responded to them. English Il is an
Honors Course, so students should expect to produce a high level of academic
quality and depth. Students should also be ready to thoroughly enjoy the ride.
These pieces of literature are well -known for a reason: Throughout the centuries,
they have inspired people with their beauty, depth, and timelessness. Therefore, it
the hope of this class that students will fall in love with literature while also
engaging meaningfully with vital questions concerning the human condition.
Finally, this course is an example of humane letters, which means that students
will be able to tap into history, art, and philosophy as they analytically and
imaginatively explore themselves and the literature that has informed deeply our
culture and tradition.

Honors English IV: Great Books

The Great Books seminars emphasize the classics of the entire Western tradition,
across genres and disciplines, read in translation. The books read in the Great
Books seminars are of enduring value and texts that have had a considerable
influence on the subsequent tradition. In the Great Books seminar, students learn

how to read and discuss texts of great complexity; they learn how to ask intelligent
guestions and how to articulate their perspectives. Students will also write across
disciplines and genres in response to the literature. This course will also include a
thorough review of grammar and rhetoric in preparation for college.




History

Honors World History: Ancient and Classical History

This course will explore the foundations of history beginning with Ancient Mesopotamian
civilizations, proceeding to the great river civilizations, and then emphasizing the
classical worlds of Greece and Rome. Through primary source readings as well as
secondary sources, students will explore the people and ideas that shaped early word
history and seek to understand world views of these great civilizations that persisted for
millennia. This course will parallel the English | course in its sequence.

Honors European History: Middle Ages through the Enlightenment

In this course, we will investigate a variety of ways in which European history from the
Medieval period through the Enlightenment informed and shaped the Western Tradition.

To this end, we will be studying some of the most important philosophical, political,
social, cultural, and religious ideas ever conceived. We will also look at the actions of
individuals during these periods along with the political, social, and religious institutions

that emerged and evolved. This is an honors course, and students are expected to build
upon their prior knowledge of history as well as their skills in critical thinking, reading
comprehension, speaking, writing, research, and higher -level thinking, which we will
continue to refine. This course will use a variety of methods to enable students to engage
with the materials in creative and meaningful ways. The list of activities includes
lectures, discussions, small  -group work on various topics, trials, debates, library/online
research, films, map work, art and art history exercises, writing instruction, work with
primary sources, and various creative response projects.

Honors American History

In this course, students will discover the very foundations of the United States of America

and embark on a journey that illuminates how our country was founded, the structure of

our government, and what it means to be a citizen. We will also trace the history of our

nation throughout the course of the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty -first centuries in

hopes that students will understand more fully about their country along with both the

freedoms and the responsibilities that come with living in a constitutional, democratic

republic. This class will enable students to improve their critical thinking, writing,

research, and reading comprehension skills along
speaking, and listening.

Honors Founding Principles, Civics and Economics

This course will explore the origins of the American democratic system while looking at
how the constitution embodies the values and purposes set up by the founding fathers.
The structure and function of the government will be analyzed on a national, state, and
local level while showing how each level is interrelated Throughout the course we will
focus on how the people play an active role in government and the importance each
citizen contributes to society.
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AP United States History
AP US History (APUSH) is an advanced placement course that prepares students to sit for

the examination offered by the College Board, which is in alignment with the Advanced

Placement Program. If successful on the exam, students will earn college credits for

taking this course. With this in mind, the expectation is that students will be receiving

(at least to some degree) the level of content and instruction that they would have in a
college-level American history survey course. To prepare properly for the AP exam,
students will study US history in its entirety: from the Native Americans (pre -

European contact) until the present day. But this course is meant not only

to prepare students to take a test and receive college credits. It is the

objective of this course also to provide an excellent opportunity for students
to gain broader and deeper perspectives on what it means to be an American
living in the twenty -first century. Even further, this course will
demonstrate how American history is so intimately linked and in
continuity with the Western Tradition, and how the pursuit of truth,
beauty, and goodness continues onward to this very day within the
American context (just as it has for millennia in a variety of other
contexts).




Humanities

Fantasy, Mystery, and Sci -Fi

A literature based class to explore key areas of classic genre fiction that have had wide
cultural impact and influenced writers in more consciously literary circles as

well. Beginning with folk and fairy tales and moving through the fantasy literature of the
Medieval and early Modern period into the rise of horror, science -fiction and mystery
genres in the early to mid -19th centuries.  We will study how storytelling has embraced
the uncanny, the imaginative, and the futuristic to reflect on both the concerns that were
contemporary with their creation, but how they continue to explore important social,
political and philosophical questions that matter today.

Hobbits and Heroes: The Epic Journey of the Lord of the Rings

This elective course affords students the exhilarating opportunity to read the entire Lord
of the Rings trilogy. Most if not all of the reading will occur during class time so that
homework can be mostly if not entirely avoided. Students will spend most of the class time
reading and sharing this treasured classic (it is technically one work). Along with reading
and discussing the treasures and timeless truths within the texts, students will also be

able to explore the literary contexts of what inspired Tolkien as well as the historical
context of when this masterpiece was written. Join Dr. Roberson on this fun -filled and
inspiring journey to the Shire!

Latin American Studies

An anthropology course that examines Latin American culture, history, society, and
geography. Students will study in  -depth the cultural and ethnic distinctions that exist
between Latin -American countries, both historical and contemporary. This course will
emphasize critical thinking, writing, and analysis. Current events and issues in the Latin
-American world will be incorporated and explored in order to raise awareness of
ourselves as members of a global community.

Magic, Mystery, and a Wardrobe: Narnia and other Myths

Come and explore an enchanted world of fauns, dragons, and princes that includes epic

battles between Good and Evil, beautifully poetic imagery, and depths of connections to

other fairy stories, folk tales, and myths. During this elective, we will be reading The
Chronicles of Narnia while exploring the world of Narnia more fully, discovering what

other stories are layered beneath the soil of this magical land.
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Mock Trial
Students in this class will learn the skills of public speaking as they dive into the
dynamics of the 1 egal system. They wil!/l l earn hov

cases that are developed by the North Carolina Bar Association. Students will be required
to participate in the mock trial competition and assigned positions within their team. The
positions for each team include attorneys (3), withesses (3), timekeeper (1), and bailiff (1).
The Mock Trial team that is created through this class will travel to the regional
competition to compete against other teams in the hopes of advancing to the State
competition. Competition is mandatory.
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Humanities

The Age of the American Revolution

This course will explore the Atlantic world in the long 18th century, with emphasis on the
period between 1754 and 1789. It will examine the factors that led to the separation of
the American colonies from Great Britain and cover the events leading to the
Revolutionary War, the problems faced by the revolutionary government in fighting the
war, the war itself, and the postwar events leading to the adoption of the United States
Constitution.

The Art of Rhetoric

This course will introduce students to the classical art of speaking well. Students will

learn to communicate effectively through traditional public speaking opportunities and

competitive speaking exercises such as dramatic or humorous interpretation. In this
class, students will have fun shaping their own ideas into informative, persuasive, or
ceremonial speeches in addition to performing material from their favorite speeches,
books, plays, films, or poetry. Upon completion of the course, students should be more
confident as they present themselves in front of anyone in any rhetorical situation in

which they may find themselves.

The Art and Literature of Warfare

This course will delve into the literature of warfare from the ancient world through
present day. Works of literature may include the Aeneid, Henry V, the Civil War writings

of Walt Whitman, post -war writings of Ambrose Bierce, the poetry of WWI, E. B. Sledge's
With the Old Breed, and Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried. These will be paired
with art from, and inspired by, the period (i.e., Sledge's works with WWII propaganda).

The Third Reich

A look at Nazi Germany from 1933 -1945 with reference to the period before and
after. The class would use a combination of primary and secondary sources including:
film, books, magazines, as well as lectures and readings to explore this infamous regime
and the lessons we can learn from the failures of German politics and society.




